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Outline of Presentation

• Ghana government regulations and laws governing the 

fisheries sector 

• Medium Term Development Policy Frame Work 2018-2021

• Identified Policy issues on fisheries and landing sites 



• The overall Government policy intent for the fisheries sector in Ghana is 
governed by: 

• Fisheries Act, 2002 (Act 625) Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 2014 (Act 880) Fisheries 
Regulations, 2010 (L.I. 1968) and Fisheries (Amendment) Regulations, 2015 (L.I. 
2217). 

• The Republic of Ghana Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy (2008). 

• The Ghana Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector Development Plan 2011-2016. 

• The Fisheries Management Plan for the Marine Fisheries Sector 2015-2019

• Ghana Shared Growth Development Agenda (GSGDA II). 

Background



Regulations and Laws

❖The policy document that is generated from these laws  regarding the Fisheries Sector is the Fisheries 

Management Plans 

❖The Fisheries Act 2002 Act 625 mandates the Fisheries Commission to prepare Management Plans 

❖MoFAD will obtain cabinet approval for the Management Plan, provide financial resources and supervise 

implementation 

❖The recent Fisheries Management Plan is for the period 2015 – 2019 informed by the GSGDA II which 

was the Development Policy Framework as at the time FMP was prepared

❖There is also the Ghana Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector Development 

Plan 2011-2016



Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector Development Plan 2011-2016
Policy Strategic Areas Of Focus Targets

Policy Area 1: Management of fisheries, conservation of 

aquatic resources and protection of their natural 

environment

1. Quantity of capture fishery production maintained (no 

fish stock collapses)

Policy Area 2: The promotion of value addition in the 

fisheries sector and the improvement of livelihood in the 

fisheries communities

2. Value of annual fish income increased by US$50 million 

from value added projects 

3. Fisheries sector achieving annual surplus of income 

over costs of US$ 50 million from value added projects 

and efficiency gains 

4. Ghana (the Port of Tema) remains a landing and 

processing hub within the West Africa tuna fishery

Policy Area 3: The sustainable development of aquaculture 5. Aquaculture production has expanded ten times by 

volume (100,000T per annum) 

Policy Area 4: The improvement [and sustainability] of 

services provided to the sector by the [Fisheries 

Commission] and other supporting institutions

6. Fisheries management and compliance systems are in 

place to allow effective control of all commercial fishing 

effort in Ghanaian waters 

7. Government of Ghana fisheries management costs are 

self-funding (fisheries sector overall makes a fiscal 

contribution to Government revenues)



Medium Term Development Policy Frame Work 2018 – 2021  

• This document provides the basis and guidelines for the preparation of MMDAs Medium 
Term Plans

• The document have outlined a number of policy issues affecting the Fisheries And Aqua 
Culture Development 

➢weak involvement of communities in the management in the management of 
fisheries resources 

➢Lack of alternative livelihoods for coastal communities 

➢Low level of private sector investment 

➢Weal extension service delivery 

➢High cost of aqua culture inputs 







Identified Policy Issues On Securing Landing Sites 

1. The MTDF 2018-2021 has not adequately provided for MMDAs, issues on landing sites 
for adoption 

2. Landing sites has not also been mentioned under “Protected Areas”, or do Landing 
Sites form part of protected areas?

3. The role of MMDAs in the development of landing sites vis-à-vis the Fisheries 
Commission 

4. Has the FMP 2015-2019 and FASDP 2011-2016 been reviewed to fit in the MTPF 2018-
2021

5. The responsibility of securing fish landing sites and the non decentralized fisheries 
sector 

6. Adoption of VGGT Guidelines by Government




